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RE

Abbreviated Preliminary Assessment Report for the Baldy Mountain Road Landfill Site,
Bo nner County, Idaho

Dear M 1'. Marc y:
The Bald y Mountain Road Landfill site is located 2.75 mi les west-north west of Sandpoint on
Baldy Mo untain Road at roughly 12500 Bald y Mountain Road.
Attac hed are two cop ies of DEQ 's Abbrevi ated Preliminary Assessment report for the Baldy
Mo untain Road Land fill site.
A site in spec ti on involvi ng direct observations co nfinned that co ntaminant s of concern ,
including hazardo us materials and petroleum products, do not have the po tentia l to exist in
concentrations that could present a th reat to human health or tbe env ironment. No dele terious
materials or petrole um products were evident at the site. No water di sc harges or evidence of
sustained discharge suc h as aq uati c vegetation was found arou nd the site perimeter.
Well logs local to the site demonstrate a restrictive layer co nfin ing the lower strata at generall y
130 feet. Wells in the area draw water from strata below 235 feet. These observations indi cate
the land filled material is no t a threat to ground water quality. An area immediately no rth of the
site was assessed by DEQ to be sufficiently isolated from g round water to both allow land
farming of petroleum contaminated soil by a pri vate party and cleanup by DEQ o f a large (2 ,800
cubic yard s) petroleum site.
The air, soil, and water pathways are no t compl ete. No s urface water o r evidence of surface
water discharge such as aq uatic plant asse mblages were found assoc iated with the site. No
airborne pathways exist to any residences, because the so lid waste is covered wi th soil and on ly
the occasional piece of waste has been day lighted by frost heaving .
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The Baldy Mountain Road Landfill site is located in close prox imity to the 3 year time of travel
(TOT) source water deli neation zone. No drinking water sources, wells, or ground water sources
exi st on the site.
Based on existing conditions and uses, hi storic information, observations mad e during the site
visit, and visual analys is of the site; potential pathway of con tam inants to receptors an d poten tial
exposure s to ecol ogi ca l and hu man receptors do not ex ist. DEQ recommends the
determination of the Baldy Mountain Road Landfill site as No Remedial Action Planned
(NRAP).
A link to the Abbreviated Preliminary Assessment Report for the site ca n also be found on
DEQ's Pre liminary Assessment Web page at:
http ://www .deC!. ida ho. gov/waste-mgmt -remediati on/remed iation -acti vit ies/m in ing
prc lim inary-assessments.aspx
If you ha ve any que st ions about these sit es, the report, or DEQ's recom mendations, please do
no r hesitate to call m e at (208) 373-056 3.
Res~!c tfully ,

.1);r-
_/1J "
I.AJV'
ina Elayer
Mine Waste Specialist
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cc:

City of Sandpoi nt
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Introduction
This is an abbreviated preliminary assessment (APA) for the Baldy Mountain Road Landfill near
Sandpoint, Idaho. This document provides the rationale for the No Remedial Action Planned
(NRAP) determination and that no additional analysis or site investigation is necessary for the
Baldy Mountain Road Landfill site. Section 1 provides the APA checklist filled out by the
assessor to determine that an APA was warranted and that no further action is required from the
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). The following sections contain additional
relevant information and evidence to support the APA, including historical and geologic
information (Section 2), photographs (Section 3), maps (Section 4), and references generated
during the site visit or desktop research (Section 5).
Preparer:

Geoff Harvey
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
2110 Ironwood Parkway
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
208-769-1422
geoff.harvey@deq.idaho.gov

Site Name:

Baldy Mountain Road Landfill

Date: 10/24/2012

Previous Names (aka): N/A
Site Owner:

City of Sandpoint

Address:

1123 Lake Street
Sandpoint, ID 83864

Site Location:

The now abandoned Baldy Mountain Road Landfill site is located 2.75
miles west-northwest of Sandpoint on Baldy Mountain Road at roughly
12500 Baldy Mountain Road.
Township 57 North, Range 2 West, Section 7
Latitude: 48.29819°N

Longitude: -116.62722°W

Description of release (or potential release) and its probable nature:
The abandoned Baldy Mountain Road Landfill was investigated by DEQ on October 18, 2012,
for potential releases of organic contaminants and heavy metals by airborne, surface water, or
ground water pathways. Additionally, DEQ investigated potential discharges of other deleterious
materials, such as petroleum products. No deleterious materials or petroleum products were
evident at the site. No water discharges or evidence of sustained discharge such as aquatic
vegetation was found around the site perimeter. Well logs local to the site demonstrate a
restrictive layer confining the lower strata at generally 130 feet. Wells in the area draw water
from strata below 235 feet. These observations indicate the landfilled material is not a threat to
ground water quality. An area immediately north of the site was assessed by DEQ to be
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sufficiently isolated from ground water to both allow land farming of petroleum contaminated
soil by a private party and cleanup by DEQ of a large (2,800 cubic yards) petroleum site.

Section 1. APA Checklist
Task 1—Superfund Eligibility Evaluation
Assessor, if all answers are “no,” continue to task 2; otherwise, explain any
“yes” answers below and then skip to task 3.
1. Is the site currently in the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Information System (CERCLIS) or an “alias” of
another site?
2. Is the site being addressed by some other remediation program (i.e., federal,
state, or tribal)?
3. Are the hazardous substances that may be released from the site regulated
under a statutory exclusion (e.g., petroleum, natural gas, natural gas liquids,
synthetic gas usable for fuel, normal application of fertilizer, release located
in a workplace, naturally occurring, or regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation Control Act, or Occupational
Safety and Health Administration)?
4. Are the hazardous substances that may be released from the site excluded by
policy considerations (i.e., deferred to Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act corrective action)?
5. Is there sufficient documentation to demonstrate that there is no potential for
a release that constitutes risk to human or ecological receptors
(e.g., comprehensive remedial investigation equivalent data showing no
release above applicable or relevant and appropriate requirements (ARARs),
completed removal action, documentation showing that no hazardous
substance releases have occurred, or an EPA-approved risk assessment)?

YES

NO

☐

☒

☐

☒

☐

☒

☐

☒

☒

☐

Assessor, please explain all “yes” answer(s):
Regarding question 5: A site inspection involving direct observations confirmed that
contaminants of concern, including hazardous materials and petroleum products do not have the
potential to exist in concentrations that could present a threat to human health or the
environment. No surface water or evidence of surface water discharge such as aquatic plant
assemblages was found associated with the site. No airborne pathways exist to any residences,
because the solid waste is covered with soil and only the occasional piece of waste has been day
lighted by frost heaving. The closest residence to the Baldy Mountain Road Landfill site is
approximately 400 feet to the west. The closest public water system (Baldy Ridge Estates PWS
ID1090004) is approximately 3,180 feet southwest. As stated above, the pathway to ground
water is precluded at 135 feet below surface level by a clay aquitard.
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Task 2—Initial Site Evaluation
If information is not available to make a “yes” or “no” response below, further investigation may
be needed. In these cases, the assessor should determine whether an APA is appropriate.
If the answer is “no” to any of questions 1, 2, or 3, proceed directly to task 3.
1. Does the site have a release or a potential to release?
2. Does the site have uncontained sources containing CERCLA-eligible
substances?
3. Does the site have documented on-site, adjacent, or nearby targets?
If the answers to questions 1, 2, and 3 above were all “yes,” then answer
questions 4–7 before proceeding to task 3.
4. Does documentation indicate that a target (e.g., drinking water wells, drinking
surface water intakes, etc.) has been exposed to a hazardous substance released
from the site?
5. Is there an apparent release at the site with no documentation of exposed targets,
but targets are on site or immediately adjacent to the site?
6. Is there an apparent release and no documented on-site targets or targets
immediately adjacent to the site, but targets are nearby (e.g., within 1 mile)?
7. Are there uncontained sources containing CERCLA hazardous substances, a
potential to release with targets present on site or in proximity to the site, but no
indication of a hazardous substance release?

YES NO
☒
☐
☐

☒

☒

☐

YES NO
☐
☐
☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

Notes:
The Baldy Mountain Road Landfill Site is located near a few occupied dwellings on large
acreages. No hazardous materials were evident during the site visit and none are suspected of
being disposed of on the site. Surface water drainage from the land filled sites was not located
nor was any evidence of such drainage. Any human health risks or ecological health risks
associated with site discharge are unlikely or more likely non-existent.
During the site assessment, DEQ used references from several different documents, including
Google Earth maps, Idaho Department of Water Resource (IDWR) ground water well logs, and
local historical knowledge.
Table 1 parallels the questions above and should be used by the assessor to make decisions
during task 3.Table 1 identifies different types of site information and provides some possible
recommendations for further site assessment activities based on that information. The assessor
should use Table 1 in determining the need for further action at the site, based on the answers to
the questions in task 2. Assessors should use professional judgment when evaluating a site. An
assessor’s individual judgment may be different from the general recommendations for a site
given below.
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Table 1. Site
S assessm
ment decision
n guidelines for a site.
EPA-Reco
ommended S
Site
Assessm
ment Activitie
es

Suspec
cted/Docume
ented Site Conditions
1. There are
a no release
es or potentia
al to release.

APA

2. No unc
contained sources with CERCLA-eligible
e substances are present
on site.

APA

3. There are
a no on-site
e, adjacent, orr nearby targe
ets.

APA

4. There is documentation indicating
g that a target (e.g., drinkin
ng water
wells, drin
nking surface water intakes
s, etc.) has be
een exposed to a
hazardous
s substance released
r
from
m the site.

AP
PA Æ SI
or
PA/SI

5. There is an apparen
nt release at th
he site with no documenta
ation of
exposed targets,
t
but th
here are targe
ets on site or immediately a
adjacent to
the site.

AP
PA Æ SI
or
PA/SI

6. There is an apparen
nt release and
d no documen
nted on-site ta
argets and
no docum
mented targets
s immediately
y adjacent to the
t site, but th
here are
nearby targets. Nearby
y targets are those
t
targets that are locatted within
1 mile of the
t site and have
h
a relative
ely high likelih
hood of expossure to a
hazardous
s substance migration
m
from
m the site.

F
Full PA

7. There is no indicatio
on of a hazard
dous substanc
ce release, an
nd there are
uncontain
ned sources containing
c
CERCLA hazard
dous substan ces, but
there is a potential to re
elease with ta
argets presen
nt on site or in
n proximity to
the site.

F
Full PA

Task 3—DEQ
3
Site
S Asses
ssment Decision
D
When co
ompleting tassk 3, the asseessor should
d use task 2 aand Table 1 tto select the appropriatee
decision. For examplle, if the answ
wer to questtion 1 in taskk 2 was “no,” then an AP
PA is approppriate
and the “NRAP”
“
box
x below shou
uld be check
ked. Additionnally, if the aanswer to quuestion 4 in
task 2 is “yes,” then two
t options are available (as indicatted in Table 1): (1) proceeed with an A
APA
w or (2) proceed with a
and check the “Loweer Priority SII” or “Higheer Priority SII” box below
d PA/SI.
combined
Check th
he box that applies baseed on the co
onclusions oof the APA cchecklist:
No
Remedial
R
Act
tion
Planned
d
(NRAP)
☒
☐ Defer to NRC
S
☐ Higher Priority SI
☐ Refer to Removal Prrogram
☐ Loweer Priority SII
☐ Site is beeing addressed as part off another
CERCLIIS site
S
C
☐ Deferr to RCRA Subtitle
☐ Other: ____________________________________
DEQ Reeviewer:

Deccember 20, 22012

Geoff Haarvey
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Please explain the rationale for your decision:
The Baldy Mountain Landfill site received municipal solid waste for an eight year period from
roughly 1966 to 1973. A site inspection involving direct observations confirmed that solid waste
was landfilled at the site and frost heave action in the sandy soil occasionally brought pieces of
waste to the surface. These were large appliance goods and tires. Most other waste has likely
decomposed in the moist sandy aerated soils. No hazardous materials were evident during the
site visit.
No surface water or evidence of surface water (seeps or areas of aquatic vegetation) was found
associated within the site perimeter, which is down gradient of the fill. The ground water of the
general area is found 235 below ground surface and is protected from contamination from above
by an aquitard located 135 feet below ground level. The closest residence to the site is 400 feet to
the west, but the waste is covered severing any airborne transmission of contaminants. The
surface and ground water pathways are also incomplete.
As a result of DEQ’s research and observations, the department recommends an NRAP
designation for the Baldy Mountain Road Landfill. Sections 2 through 5 provide further support
for this determination.

Section 2. Historical and Geologic Information
Numerous sources were used during desktop research prior to visiting the site. DEQ could not
improve or expand upon these reports.
Landfill History: Local historical sources informed DEQ that the Baldy Mountain Road
Landfill site was used for illegal solid waste disposal for many years. However, the City of
Sandpoint closed the landfill near Chuck Slough (located under Travers Park) in 1966. By 1973,
the Colburn Landfill was accepting all of Sandpoint’s solid waste and active landfilling at the
Baldy Mountain Road site ceased. The city covered the waste and placed fencing and a gate to
control illegal disposal. The Baldy Mountain Road Landfill site received solid waste in
significant volume for at most eight years.
Geologic Features: No geology or hydrogeology of the specific area could be located. However,
the immediate area was assessed in preparation of siting a large petroleum contaminated soil land
farming activity immediately to the north of the landfill. The best available information was from
logs of private wells documented by IDWR. Both well logs show a sand, gravel, and boulder mix
in the upper 8 to 100 feet below surface level (bsl), a layer of decomposed granite from 10 to 135
feet bsl and a soft clay layer at 135 feet bsl of about 3 feet thickness. Below the clay layer,
granite of various hardness and fracture is found. Reliable sources of ground water are not
encountered until roughly 235 feet bsl with some as much as nearly 400 feet bsl. The geology
and hydrogeology indicates that groundwater is at depths over 235 feet and is protected from
contamination from above by an aquitard located at 135 feet bsl.

Section 3. Site Conditions and Photographs
All of the Baldy Mountain Road Landfill photographs in this section were taken by DEQ on
October 18, 2012.
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Photo 1 shows
s
tires exposed
e
by excavation
e
at
a the edge off the Baldy M
Mountain Rooad Landfilll.

Photo 1. Tires expose
ed by excava
ation on Bald
dy Mountain Road Landffill site.

Photo 2 shows
s
the geeneral surfacce of the land
dfill and som
me of the apppliances thatt are exposedd in a
few locattions.

Photo 2. Waste applia
ances found across land
dfill surface.
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Sectio
on 4. Ma
aps

Figure 1. Location of the Baldy Mountain Roa
ad Landfill in Bonner Cou
unty, Idaho.
(Source: Go
oogle Earth)
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Figure 2. Braun well log
l showing major substtrates litholo
ogy in the vic
cinity of the B
Baldy Mounttain
ndfill.
Road Lan
(Source: IDW
WR)
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Figure 3. McBirney well
w log show
wing major su
ubstrate litho
ology in the v
vicinity of the Baldy
n Road Landffill.
Mountain
(Source: IDW
WR)
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Figure 4. Major litholo
ogy in the vic
cinity of the Baldy Moun
ntain Road La
andfill.
(Source: SD
DE Feature Class
s, USGS 1995. Id
daho GIS ArcSDE 9.2 Geodataba
ase)
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Figure 5. Domestic well
w and publiic water systtem location s.
There are several
s
domes
stic wells or pub
blic water syste
ems within the 4
4-mile radius, 15-mile TDL. T
There are two
significant wetlands within
n a 4-mile radiu
us and in the general area; th
he largest wetla
and is approxim
mately 1640.67
72
hectares.
(Source: Mic
crosoft Virtual Ea
arth Aerial with Labels © 2009 Miicrosoft Corporattion)
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Figure 6. Sensitive sttreams locate
ed in the viciinity of the B
Baldy Mounta
ain Road Lan
ndfill.
Turnipseed
d Creek is show
wn as “Fully Su
upporting” until it reaches Syrringa Creek.
(Source: Mic
crosoft Virtual Ea
arth Aerial with Labels © 2009 Miicrosoft Corporattion)
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Figure 7. Plant, nonga
ame animal, and fishery sensitive sp
pecies within
n 4-mile radiu
us and
ding area of the
t Baldy Mo
ountain Road
d Landfill.
surround
(Source: SD
DE Feature Datas
set, Animal Cons
servation Databa
ase. Idaho GIS A
ArcSDE 9.2 Geod
database)

15

Balldy Mountain Road Landfilll APA

Figure 8. Fishery sensitive specie
es within 4-m
mile radius an
nd surround
ding area of tthe Baldy
n Road Landffill.
Mountain
(Source: SD
DE Feature Datas
set, Animal Cons
servation Databa
ase. Idaho GIS A
ArcSDE 9.2 Geod
database)
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