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Table 1. 2020 ranked Nitrate Priority Areas with score components. 

Name Region Acres Sq. Miles Population
Number of 

Sites
Max. 

Nitrate
Average 
Nitrate Median

PWS 
Wells

PWS 
SWA # ≥ 2mg/L % ≥ 2mg/L # ≥ 5mg/L % ≥ 5mg/L # ≥ 10mg/L % ≥ 10mg/L 2007-2016 Trend*

2020 
Score

Rounded 
2020 Score

2020 
Rank

NE STAR BRO 3,180       5              357           47 44 12.2 7.7 2 5 35 74 29 62 22 47 Increasing Trend 24.28 24 1
MOUNTAIN HOME AFB BRO 5,983       9              3,238        33 27.9 9.4 7.8 7 6 31 94 25 76 11 33 Increasing Trend 23.98 24 2
MINIDOKA TFRO 145,083  227         18,605      347 83 5.1 4.3 48 75 227 65 142 41 27 8 Increasing Trend 23.15 23 3
FORT HALL PRO 17,277     27           1,158        17 23.6 11.7 11.0 3 5 16 94 14 82 10 59 Ins. Data/No Trend 21.88 22 4
MARSH CREEK TFRO 101,345  158         18,084      403 40 6.8 5.8 55 46 354 88 242 60 81 20 No Trend 21.76 22 5
NE CANYON CO. (PURPLE S.) BRO 18,653     29           4,847        176 27 5.9 5.4 32 27 149 85 94 53 17 10 Increasing Trend 21.35 21 6
WEISER BRO 21,462     34           7,393        150 60 12.0 10.1 26 24 130 87 118 79 75 50 Decreasing Tendency 21.19 21 7
ADA CANYON BRO 251,883  394         205,419    1117 38.4 5.1 4.2 274 339 837 75 462 41 130 12 No Trend 19.75 20 8
TWIN FALLS TFRO 363,687  568         76,293      719 41 4.9 4.7 111 91 621 86 315 44 30 4 No Trend 19.32 19 9
SW JEROME CO. TFRO 7,901       12           615           30 30 7.4 5.0 0 0 29 97 15 50 5 17 Increasing Trend 19.14 19 10
GRAND VIEW BRO 9,173       14           596           32 110 13.3 8.2 2 2 30 94 26 81 13 41 Ins. Data/No Trend 19.03 19 11
SOUTH FREMONT CO. IFRO 4,964       8              156           13 38 14.5 7.9 0 4 11 85 9 69 6 46 Ins. Data/No Trend 18.75 19 12
BLACK CLIFFS PRO 1,030       2              493           28 28.68 10.3 9.8 2 2 19 68 17 61 14 50 Ins. Data/No Trend 18.41 18 13
ASHTON/DRUMMOND IFRO 145,111  227         2,367        209 38.3 7.3 6.4 12 16 187 89 148 71 35 17 No Trend 18.03 18 14
CLEARWATER PLATEAU LRO 268,361  419         3,760        138 52 6.4 4.2 18 22 98 71 61 44 31 22 No Trend 17.82 18 15
NOTUS BRO 4,288       7              211           20 16 7.6 7.3 1 1 17 85 16 80 6 30 Ins. Data/No Trend 17.7 18 16
LAPWAI CREEK LRO 49,168     77           1,163        37 18.8 7.4 6.6 5 10 28 76 23 62 11 30 Ins. Data/No Trend 17.62 18 17
LOWER PAYETTE BRO 26,205     41           7,214        207 61 6.3 4.4 23 37 148 71 96 46 38 18 No Trend 17.52 18 18
BRUNEAU BRO 13,420     21           32              8 92 22.6 13.1 0 0 7 88 6 75 4 50 Ins. Data/No Trend 17.51 18 19
LINDSAY CREEK LRO 26,246     41           13,212      65 21 5.6 4.3 19 19 42 65 31 48 15 23 No Trend 17.00 17 20
GLENNS FERRY BRO 13,398     21           1,578        17 73.3 12.1 6.5 3 2 14 82 11 65 5 29 Ins. Data/No Trend 16.79 17 21
MOUNTAIN HOME BRO 2,014       3              480           53 40 9.6 5.5 3 3 46 87 29 55 17 32 Ins. Data/No Trend 16.69 17 22
MINK CREEK PRO 1,576       2              643           34 21 5.4 4.0 6 30 23 68 15 44 8 24 Ins. Data/No Trend 15.96 16 23
HOMEDALE BRO 8,765       14           1,753        40 17.1 5.4 3.4 9 14 22 55 17 43 10 25 Ins. Data/No Trend 15.75 16 24
PARMA BRO 4,980       8              998           30 16 5.7 5.2 5 6 19 63 16 53 8 27 Ins. Data/No Trend 15.61 16 25
BLACKFOOT PRO 32,620     51           1,979        22 16 5.5 5.4 3 24 17 77 12 55 3 14 Dereasing Tendency 13.19 13 26
MALAD PRO 22,379     35           2,803        16 11.51 3.3 2.6 4 4 8 50 4 25 2 13 Ins. Data/No Trend 12.55 13 27
MUD LAKE IFRO 111,709  175         1,682        97 26 4.3 4.2 18 14 73 75 30 31 5 5 No Trend 12.55 13 28
N. POCATELLO PRO 5,511       9              23,062      25 8.9 4.4 4.0 26 40 22 88 7 28 2 8 Decreasing Tendency 12.46 12 29
GEORGETOWN_BENN PRO 17,764     28           795           22 13.3 4.2 2.8 2 2 14 64 10 45 2 9 Ins. Data/No Trend 12.43 12 30
MARSING BRO 5,994       9              393           35 56 12.3 6.6 3 3 24 69 21 60 14 40 Decreasing Trend 12.38 12 31
BLISS TFRO 6,218       10           66              24 19 4.6 2.9 0 0 14 58 9 38 4 17 Ins. Data/No Trend 11.76 12 32
PRESTON PRO 94,761     148         9,856        82 27.75 5.9 4.5 14 18 56 68 39 48 13 16 Decreasing Trend 10.36 10 33
GRACE PRO 95,693     150         2,737        60 42.57 5.1 2.8 27 19 37 62 18 30 6 10 Decreasing Trend 9.74 10 34
EMMETT NORTH BENCH BRO 5,414       8              424           40 21 4.6 3.7 1 3 32 80 14 35 2 5 Decreasing Trend 6.85 7 35

High Priority
Moderate - High Priority
Moderate Priority

*For this iteration, NPA nitrate concentrations between 2007–2011 and 2012–2016 were compared using previously established statistical methods and the threshold criteria analysis (DEQ 2014, Neely 2013). The methods and results of this nitrate trend analysis are presented in Nittrate Priority Area Trend Analysis, 2011-2016, DEQ 2020.
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Figure 1. 2020 ranked nitrate priority areas. 


